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LAKE MOUNTAIN AFTER THE FIRES      
 
    Our speaker at the May meeting was Richard 
Austin. Richard, a horticulturalist,  is the President of 
the Australian Native Orchid Society, Victoria, and has 
been studying the plant life, particularly the orchids, 
of Lake Mountain, before and after the devastating 
2009 Black Saturday bushfires. 
    The Black Saturday fires burned many thousands of 
hectares, beginning on February 7th 2009, with 
temperatures of 46 degrees and winds in excess of 
100 kph.  
   As you drive from Marysville  to Lake Mountain, you 
move from a typical eucalypt forest, mainly E. regnans 
into a more open community of E. pauciflora, and 
low-growing alpine plants. These lower forests have 
been killed by the fires, and no epicormic growth is 
happening. It will be many years before these forests 
are reinstated from seed. The large Myrtle Beech 
trees are dead, and will not be seen again in our 
lifetime. Higher up, the Snow gums are regenerating 
from lignotubers, so the vista is of dead sticks with 
new green growth below. 
 

 
Lake Mountain Snowgum regeneration 

 
      Richard’s study is centred on Echo Flat, a 
sphagnum bog and the headwaters of the Taggerty 
River. The moss here is a metre deep the predominant 

shrub before the fires was Candleheath, Richea gunnii, 
which has been effectively killed by the fires. They are 
coming back slowly from seed. However other more 
fire tolerant plants, like Prostanthera, Poas,  
Stylidiums, Scaveolas and a multitude of pea-flowers  
have recovered very well.  
    The sphagnum moss itself, being so deep and damp 
has not been greatly affected, so animals like frogs, 
skinks and insects are about in large numbers. 
     Many orchids are encouraged by fires and some 
species have been flowering in great profusion since 
2009. Some are not doing so well. Pterostylis 
monticola are common along the roadsides, table 
drains, embankments and walking tracks. They were 
slow to recover, but are about in good numbers now. 
Caladenia alpina was uncommon before the fires and 
has been seen only rarely since. 
 

 
Caladenia alpina – photo Russell Mawson 

 
    Chiloglottis cornuta  likes shady gullies, and with the 
removal of the canopy by fire, they are struggling, but 
recovering slowly. C valida are common in some areas 
and are forming large colonies already. There is also a 
hybrid of these two. C. jeanesii is a very uncommon 
orchid and has not been seen on Lake Mountain since 
the fires. 
   Thelymitra cyanea flowers around the pools in the 
sphagnum moss, and are flowering in huge numbers. 
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Prasophyllum alpestre is one of the fire-stimulated 
orchids, which Richard had never seen before the 
fires. Yet, the summer after the fires there were 
thousands in flower. 
 

 
Prasophyllum alpestre 

 
 
ON THE TABLE                              with Bruce McGinness 
 
The hecklers were in fine form and Bruce bravely took 
centre-stage for the plant table discussion. Matt Leach 
continues to bring us amazing plants, and this month 
there were some outstanding Bankias among them. 
     Banksia prionotes is always spectacular with its 
large, orange and white flowers spikes. B. ashbeyi is 
the most northerly of WA’s species and features very 
tall, bright yellow flowers. B. media is a favourite with 
tall yellow flowers, while B. meisneri, a small shrub, 
has almost spherical flowers with long open styles, 
giving the orange/yellow flowers a woolly 
appearance. B. menziesii is a tree with reddish deeply 
sculptured flowers. B. pulchella is a small, spreading 
shrub with smallish flowers featuring long styles. B. 
violacea is a shrub to about 1.5m with unusual deep 
red to dark purple flowers. Banksia brownii is another 
small species, whose leaves have the appearance of 
feathers, while the flowers are small and orange in 
colour. Banksia oreophila is a very hardy, medium 
shrub with lovely greyish-purple flowers which would 
liven up and garden throughout the winter months. 

 
Banksia ashbeyi 

 
Grevilleas always provide flowers, no matter the 
season, and tonight we saw a good variety of hybrids 
and cultivars - Winpara Gem and Winpara Gold, 
Moonlight, Peaches’n’Cream, Molly, Ivory Whip, 
Coastal Pink, Seaspray, Ellendale Pool and Lassiter’s 
Gold, as well as G. pinnatifida, G. Georgiana, G. 
bronwenae, G trueriana and G. tenuiloba. 
 

 
Grevillea Lassiter’s Gold 

   
     The Correas are beginning to make an appearance, 
and there were quite a number on display. The lovely 
Correa pulchella (the latin meaning explained 
vigorously by Frank) and it’s well known cultivar 
‘Autumn Blaze’ create a spot of colour with their deep 
salmon pink blooms. The lovely, pale pink C. ‘Pink 
Mist’ contrasted nicely with the red and green of C. 
reflexa. There were also a number of hybrids and 
cultivars based on C. glabra,  and on C. alba. 
    Another well-represented group was the Hakeas. 
There is always some discussion on the merits of 
these plants whenever they are presented. Their 
showy nature, strong scent and bird-attraction are 
counter-balanced, in some minds, by their prickly 
nature and short flowering time. We had beautiful 
examples of the old favourite “Burrendong Beauty’ 
along with H. myrtoides, H. grammatophylla, H. 



 
laurina, H. obtuse x laurina, H. petiolaris, H. obtuse x 
petiolaris, H. pycnoneura, and H. scoparia. 
    A number of Thrytomenes also created some 
interest with discussion on leaf and flower colour, size 
and shape. We decided that there were three: T. 
beackiaceae, T. stenophylla and T. saxicola ( or a 
hybrid thereof) 
 

 
A thryptomene – T. saxicola? 

 
Among the other plants of interest were a variegated 
Westringia – ‘Seamist’,  a yellow form of Calomanthus 
quadrifidus and a striking, deep purple Melaleuca 
radula. 
 
PLANT of the MONTH       Melaleuca radula 
     Di Royce won the raffle and chose M. radula as 
Plant of the Month. It was from Matt Leach’s garden. 
Matt writes:  
     The plant I bought in was purchased 10 years ago 
as Melaleuca radula. Frank raised the question as to 
whether it was in fact Melaleuca fulgens (purple 
flowered form). I have since been researching and 
discovered that my plant could indeed be a cross 
between M. radula and M. fulgens. My plant has the 
flower colour and leaf form from M. radula, but the 
seed capsules from M. fulgens. Naturally, M. fulgens 
doesn’t have a purple flower in its colour range, only 
scarlet-orange or pinkish-red.  
 

 
Matt’s Melaleuca radula (?) 

     In the wilds of Western Australia (central and 
southern central  W.A.), the two species grow 
together up to 3m x 3m or as a small shrub. My plant 
has glabrous, or faintly hairy young growth leaves, 3-
5cm long x 0.4cm, linear to narrowly elliptical and 
apex pointed. The flowers usually form a bottlebrush-
like spike, and can be profuse and very conspicuous. 
Individual flowers are 2cm across, purple with bright 
yellow anthers. The flowering period can be April to 
February. The capsules on my plant are slightly 
flattened, urn shape, 7-9mm across in opposite pairs. 
It occurs naturally in a variety of light soils, loams and 
gravel sand in semi-arid parts of W.A. My plant 
currently grows in a raised bed of lateritic sand. 
     It prefers fairly good drainage and needs a good 
amount of sunshine to flower prolifically. In 
cultivation, it responds well to supplementary 
watering over the dry summer periods. It is relatively 
hardy to light frosts. 
 

 
Melaleuca radula on raised bed 

 
    It should be pruned to shape after flowering to keep 
a tidy bushy plant. Without pruning it can become an 
open and leggy plant over time.  It is attractive to 
nectar–feeding birds and insects, and is easy to 
propagate from seed or cuttings from firm, young 
sideshoots or tip growth. 
    There are hybrids between the two sold in the 
nursery industry today. One is marketed as Melaleuca 
fulgens subsp. steedmanii ‘Purple Flower’. The leaves 
of mine are more linear than the M. fulgens subsp. 
steedmanii ‘Purple Flower’. FloraBase 
(http://anpsa.org.au/m-ful.html) suggests that the 
other parent plant from the hybrid form of M. fulgens 
subsp. steedmanii purple flowers could indeed be M. 
radula. 
      Melaleuca ‘Georgiana Molloy’ (another with 
purple flowers), has since been regarded as a form of 
M. teretifolia. 
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FUTURE  MEETINGS       June 21st  
 
The speakers at our June meeting  will be Maree and 
Graeme Goods, who have travelled extensively 
through northern and central Australia. Maree and 
Graeme will share some of their adventures along the 
Canning Stock Route. 
 
July 19th              Attila Kapitany and the AGM 
 
Our July meeting will take a slightly different tack this 
year. Normally we don’t have a speaker at the AGM 
but we had the chance to get Attila to Geelong, and 
we couldn’t turn it down. He will be talking to us 
about  ‘Roadside Surprises’ – the little gems still found 
on roadside reserves. 
 
August 16th -Members’ Night and Photo Competition. 
 
Members’ night is an opportunity for members - 
particularly the ladies – to talk to us for a few minutes 
about anything that tickles their fancy. We will also 
have the photo competition held over from July. 
 
BALLARAT NATIVE PLANT SHOW     June 25th and 26th. 
 
APS Ballarat District will hold their Native Plant Show 
at the Robert Clark Horticultural Centre in the Ballarat  
Botanical Gardens, displaying the remarkable diversity 
of Australian flora, brightening gardens during the 
winter months. A huge range of plants and pre-loved 
books will be on sale. Admission is $5, which includes 
a complimentary tea or coffee. 
 
FUND-RAISER – BUNNINGS SAUSAGE SIZZZLE 
      On Sunday May 15th, we held the sausage sizzle at 
Bunnings  North Geelong store. The weather was kind 
and the punters were hungry, so we were kept busy 
most of the day. We raised over $900 which we 
intend to use to help attract speakers, and for bus-
trips and excursions for our members’ benefit.  
 

 

   Thanks to Matt and Pam, Phil and Di, Grahme and 
Dorothy, Bill and Olivia, Ade and Penny, Bruce and 
Carmel for manning the barricades. 
 
PISONIA GRANDIS – Grand Devil’s Claw  

By Ade Foster 
   
   I recently watched a documentary about the Great 
Barrier Reef, and mention was made of an interesting 
tree – Pisonia grandis. After discussion with my mate, 
Dennis, more interesting facts came to light. 
     P. grandis is a tree of the family Nyctiginaceae, the 
same family as Bougainvillea. It is found throughout 
the tropics of the Indo-Pacific, particularly on islands 
where the substrate is mainly decomposing coral. 
Here they form dense, single species forests. In 
Australia, they are found in Northern Territory, Cape 
York and other parts of far north Queensland, but 
over 80% are on the islands of the Capricorn Cays off 
the coast near Rockhampton. 
 

 
Pisonia forest on Lady Musgrave Island 

 
      P. grandis exhibits an amazing adaptation for 
survival on the coral cays. They grow relatively quickly 
and form a dense canopy. The wood is soft and pulpy - 
a water storage mechanism – and makes the trees 
vulnerable to the winds of tropical storms. When a 
tree falls on mainland rainforest, all the smaller trees 
of many species race to fill the gap and enjoy the light.  
  However, when P. grandis falls it sprouts along the 
trunk from all the branches, so filling the gap with 
clones of an already established tree. Then the trunk 
quickly rots away providing nutrients for the daughter 
plants.  
   On Heron Island, the Pisonia forests are important 
breeding grounds for Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, 
Black Noddies, and a host of other sea-birds.  The 
shearwaters dig nesting burrows in the soil beneath 
the trees and the ground is honeycombed with their 
burrows. This allows oxygen into the soil, while the 
noddies’ droppings and fallen leaves provide nutrients 
from above - an arrangement suiting all parties. 


